L Arche TahomaHope Farm & Gardens

Growing People Growing Plants

L Arche
Farm & Gardens

11716 Vickery Ave E.
Tacoma, WA 98446

(253) 537-7871

Larchefarm@hotmail.com

www.larchethc.org

Winter Hours:
M-F 9am - 4pm
Please call ahead
for Saturday
times.

Volunteers and
greenhouse tours
are welcome
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2008 has started as a great year for the farm! The first two and a half weeks
have gone really well. We have been drenched by rain, but thankfully we spent
a lot of time digging ditches last month, so we haven t been flooded that badly.
Here s to preparation! We have now been blessed with some lovely sunny days.
It is cold here, but we are able to work hard and get warmed up.

Already this year we have had two of our regular volunteer groups come out
and help us get a jump on the winter tasks. The Firgrove 4th graders helped us
reposition our plants. Anyone
who has visited us this time of
year knows we like to move them
pots! All of the plants are getting
transplanted and moved to start or |
slow growth. The Charles Wright
8th graders were out and helped
us to create our new raspberry
patch. We have almost moved
our entire compost pile to the front
fields for this purpose. Many
hands make light work and we are
thankful for each and everyone of
them! ;

The 16th of January marked the first anniversary of Dick Sutherland s pass-
ing. We were able to invite the L Arche Community and share some time re-
membering him and all he gave to the farm. Together, the community began
digging the hole in which we will place a tree to remember him. Unlike Dick, we
did not see the job through. The smell of hamburgers and the promise of the
cake in a box was too strong and lured us away. Once the weather warms, we
will plant the tree and have a bench by it so people can sit and get some sun-
shine during their breaks.

The baby plants arrive at the end of the month and we will be rolling again. |
think we all enjoy these cold winter days when we can dream about the upcom-
ing spring and summer.

January Gardening Tips

Garden Projects -- Now is an excellent time to start
some of those garden hammer-and-nail projects
you’ve been wanting to do -- window boxes, plant-

ers, arbors, and more.

Garden Journals -- If you haven't already, start a

garden journal or file. Tuck into it names of
plants you like, magazine pictures, plant
labels and seeds, and anything else that
suits your fancy. If you're feeling crafty,
make your own journal, or use one from
the farm!

Order seeds and rare plants from catalogs.







